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World Hereford Conference comes to America in October.

by Riley Greiten and Wes Ishmael

[ :n:tle producers across the globe share more
in common than otherwise, The ways of
production differ, but the underlving goal of

caring for land and cattle oo help feed the world is

the same. Likewise, beef carthe seedstock producers
use similar tools to craft curve-bending genetics.

“In myy rravels around the world, it has been
very interesting and inspiring to see the common
opportunities and underlying passion for Hereford
genetics, no matter the country,” explains Jack
Ward, Amencan Hereford Association [AHA)
executive vice preskdent.

Likewise, Larry Feency, past CECY of the Irish
Heretord Breed Society says, " There is, tooa large
extent, lirde difference in cattle breeders across the
world. They are generally very happy to talk cartle
and share infermatien with others, in addinon oo
welooming people to view their stock.”

Feeney is currently secretary of the World
Hereford Council, which was established i 1951,
The firse World Hereford Conference (WHC) was
held thar same vear in England, Hereford's hirthplace,
at Herefordshire and the Wese Midlands.

Since then, Hereford breeders from across the
globe have gathered every four vears for 2 WHC
fexcept for the pandemic interruprion), where
they swap information about the breed's ongoing
evolution as it serves the beef industry. In 2025,
the LA, will kost the WHC for the third time,
in conjunciion wich the AHA Annual Meeting
and Educational Forum and the American Roval.
Specifically, the WHC rakes place Oct. 23-26 in
Kansas Ciry, Mo, with breeder rours availahle
before and afrer the conference.
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Plan to be part of history

“We've been building this program for more than
four years, and we're really exated to share so much
new information with our members and Hereford
hreeders from around che waorld,” savs Shane
Bedwell, AHA director of breed improvement and
chief operations officer. “We'll be sharing resules from
rwo large, mulo-year research projects thar we believe
are going to help propel Hereford genetics forward
globally for the next decades.”

Bedwell explains one project with the Universicy
of Hlinois tracks the value of maternal hererosis across
generations n Hereford-sired black baldy fermales,
compared o commercial Angus females. He explains
this industry-first comprehensive quantification and
analysis holds great promise for commercial cow-calf
producers here and abeoad.

*While crosshreeding currently might be mose
comman in MNorth America than in other parts
of the world, we're excited to share with other
countries the benefirs of direcr and marernal
heterosis to the commercial secror,” Ward savs.

The other project is pionecring cooperative
research with Colorado State University and
ApgMexr, which explores generic differences for
greenhouse gas emissions, its association with
producrion efficiency and potential selecrion tools.

Feeney has attended che Waorld Hereford
Conference i cight different countries, learming
from many cattle producers. As consumers
across the globe level increased scrutiny on catrle
producrion and its role in the environment, he savs
it is wital for producers to focus on efficiency and
applicable new technologies.

At the firse WHC in 1951, discussions varied from
veterinary regulatons o polled and homed carde
being registered in the same herd book. This year,
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breeders will hear abour a variery of topics, including
suscainability and the role Hereford cartle play.

[n 1951, artendees participated in herd pours,
visiting herds in Herefordshire and the West
Midlands region. This year, participants can artend
a pre-tour in Big Sky Country, and rwo post-
rours — Sandhill Sights and Mouneain Views and
Sourhbound o Cowrown,

You can find the WHC schedule ar
WarldHerefordConference com.

Spiral up
Amid new and shared information, the WHC often
serves as a source of direction.

For instance, Craig Huffhines, former AHA
excoutive vice president, was AHA director of
Cerrified Hereford Beef®, when the U5, last hosted
the WHC in 1996,

€6 The World Hereford Conference
creates those relational
connections, and It is just
really important to have global
relationships today, for bigger
reasons than just Hereford cattle.
— Craig Huffhines,
former AHA executive vice president

“I think what thar 1996 conference did was pur
a spotlight on the end product and whar the genenics
were doing for the breed and for the industry,”
Huffhines savs. *We came our of that wich a missson
o change the composition of Hereford cartle.”

He explains the conference pushed carcass quality
standards for Hereford to the forefrone.

Similarly, Stacy Sanders, AHA director of records,
pourneved to Awstralia to attend the 14ch anmal
WHC. His trp began with a meeting to discuss the
founding of the Pan American Cartle Evaluation
(PACE), comprised by Hereford breed registries in
Argenoina, Canada, Uruguay and the ULS. PACE
provided its first genetic evaluarion in 2009,

Sanders, who has also attended a WHC in
Denmark, says the experience for those who attend
15 cve opening in terms of sceing how producers
operate in other countries, exploring common
opportunities and identfying new genetics.

“¥e have great genetics i the ULS,, but in a kot
of these other countries there are generally some
genetics that might expand the gene pool in the
U.5." Sanders savs.

[t's all about perspecrive.

“The Wiorld Hereford Conference creates those
relational connections, and it s just really important
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WHC Hosts Young
Breeders Competition

Added exciternant comes to the World Hereford
Cornference im October with the Young Breeders
Compatition (YBC) It features teams of four
young Hereford breeders, 18-26 years of age,
naminated by World Herford Coundil member
countrias. Teams competa in events such as cattle
evaluation, fitting and showmanship, meat and
carcass evaluation, public speaking and general
beaf imdustry kmowledge.

The YBC will take place Oct. 19-26 at Kansas State
University in Manhattan, Kam, and at the American
Royal, in Kansas City, Mo The complete schedule is
available at WorldHereforaConferance. com.

Team USA applications close
April 15

Team US4 will showecase the best young people
the LS. has to offer during the Young Breeders
Compatition. The Hereford Youth Foundation of
Armerica has scholarships available for two teams.
Scholarships will cover contest registration fees,
lzdging, travel expenses and meals throughout
the duration of the competition.

Special thanks go to the OX0 World Traveler
Scholarship Fund amd the newly established
Cottomwood Springs Farm Global Education and
Leadership Grants program.

Applicants must be betwaen the ages of 18-25
years old inot clder than 26 years or younger than
18 om the first day of the competitionl. Applicants
should have multiple years of experience
in the beef industry and a well-roundad
kmowledge base in the competition categaories.
Applications are due April 15 and are available
at Herefora YouthFoundation submittable.com.

The final teamns will be announced at the 2035
WitaFerm® Junior Mational Hereford Expo. HW

to have global relationships roday, for bigger reasons
than just Hereford cartde,” Huffhines explains,

“We lonk forward to hosting our international
friecnds and exrending to them the same sore of
grackous hospitality they afford m us,” Ward says. HW
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